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Summary 

This report presents a profile of the membership of the 1 14 th Congress (2015-2016). Statistical 
information is included on selected characteristics of Members, including data on party 
affiliation, average age, occupation, education, length of congressional service, religious 
affiliation, gender, ethnicity, foreign births, and military service. 

As of October 31, 2015, in the House of Representatives, there are 247 Republicans (including 1 
Delegate), 1 93 Democrats (including 4 Delegates and the Resident Commissioner of Puerto 
Rico), and one vacancy. The Senate has 54 Republicans, 44 Democrats, and 2 Independents, who 
both caucus with the Democrats. 

The average age of Members of the House at the beginning of the 1 14 th Congress was 57.0 years; 
of Senators, 61.0 years. The overwhelming majority of Members of Congress have a college 
education. The dominant professions of Members are public service/politics, business, and law. 
Most Members identify as Christians, and Protestants collectively constitute the majority 
religious affiliation. Roman Catholics account for the largest single religious denomination, and 
numerous other affiliations are represented. 

The average length of service for Representatives at the beginning of the 1 14 th Congress was 8.8 
years (4.4 terms); for Senators, 9.7 years (1.6 terms). 

One hundred eight women (a record number) serve in the 1 14 th Congress: 88 in the House, 
including 4 Delegates, and 20 in the Senate. There are 46 African American Members of the 
House and 2 in the Senate. This House number includes two Delegates. There are 38 Hispanic or 
Latino Members (a record number) serving: 34 in the House, including 1 Delegate and the 
Resident Commissioner, and 4 in the Senate. A record 14 Members (11 Representatives, 2 
Delegates, and 1 Senator) are Asian Americans or Pacific Islanders. Two American Indians 
(Native Americans) serve in the House. 

The portions of this report covering political party affiliation, gender, ethnicity, and vacant seats 
will be updated as events warrant. The remainder of the report will not be updated. 
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Overview and Total Members in History 

Congress is composed of 541 individuals from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and Puerto Rico. 1 This count 
assumes that no seat is temporarily vacant. 2 

Since 1789, 12,171 individuals have served in Congress: 3 10,883 in the House and 1,963 in the 
Senate. 4 Of these Members, 669 have served in both chambers. These numbers do not include an 
additional 176 individuals who have served only as territorial Delegates or as Resident 
Commissioners from Puerto Rico or the Philippines in the House. 

The following is a profile of the 114 th Congress (20 1 5-20 1 6). 5 

Party Breakdown 

In the 1 14 th Congress, the current party alignments as of October 31, 2015, are as follows: 

• House of Representatives: 247 Republicans (including one Delegate), 193 
Democrats (including 4 Delegates and the Resident Commissioner), and one 
vacant seat. 

• Senate: 54 Republicans, 44 Democrats, and 2 Independents who caucus with the 
Democrats. 

Age 

The average age of Members of the 114 th Congress is among the highest of any Congress in 
recent U.S. history. 6 



1 This figure includes 100 Senators, 435 Representatives, five Delegates (from the District of Columbia, Guam, 
American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands), and 1 Resident Commissioner from 
Puerto Rico. 

2 As of October 31, 2015, there is one House vacancy and no Senate vacancies. 

3 U.S. House of Representatives, Office of History, Art and Archives, “Total Members of the House and State 
Representation,” http://history.house.gov/Institution/Total-Members/Total-Members/, updated January 6, 2015, 
supplemented with CRS research. 

Information about all individuals who have served in Congress is available in the Biographical Directory of the United 
States Congress, a website maintained by the clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate, at 
http://bioguide.congress.gov. 

4 A cumulative chronological list of all U.S. Senators is available on the Senate website at http://www.senate.gov/ 
artandhistory/history/common/briefing/senators_chronological.htm. 

Information about all House Members is available on the House website at http://history.house.gov/Institution/Total- 
Members/Total-Members/. 

5 Information on the five Delegates and the Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico is included where relevant. 
References to Representatives include information for the 435 Members of the House but not Delegates or the Resident 
Commissioner. For background information on the previous Congress, refer to CRS Report R42964, Membership of the 
113 th Congress: A Profile, by Jennifer E. Manning. See also CRS Report R42365, Representatives and Senators: 

Trends in Member Characteristics Since 1945, coordinated by R. Eric Petersen; CRS Report RL30261, Women in 
Congress, 1 91 7-2015: Biographical and Committee Assignment Information, and Listings by State and Congress, by 
Jennifer E. Manning and Ida A. Brudnick; and CRS Report RL30378, African American Members of the United States 
Congress: 1870-2012, by Jennifer E. Manning and Colleen J. Shogan. 

6 For average ages of Members in each Congress from 1949 to 201 1, see an online feature of the Wall Street Journal, 
(continued...) 
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